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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, IT 

SUBJECT: NEUTRON-BOMB ARTICLE 

1 . FRONT-PAGE ARTICLE AUGUST 12 IN COMMUNIST DAILY L'UNITA, 

WHICH PUT N-BOMB DEVELOPMENT IN REASONABLE, BALANCED 
PERSPECTIVE, WAS BY DR. STEFANO SILVESTRI. SILVESTRI IS 
VICE-DIRECTOR ITALIAN INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

DURING SEVENTIES, HE HAS BEEN RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, ISS, LONDON; 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT ITALIAN FONMIN, VISITING LECTURER, JOHNS 
HOPKINS BOLOGNA CENTER. AUTHOR FOUR BOOKS, MANY ARTICLES ON 
NATO AND MEDITERRANEAN SECURITY QUESTIONS. CONTRIBUTES 
REGULARLY CORRIERE DELLA SERA AND WEEKLY SETTIMANALE. USUALLY 
REFERRED TO, BY BOTH LEFT AND RIGHT, AS THE LEADING ITALIAN 
ANALYST OF SECURITY QUESTIONS. APRTICIPATES FREQUENTLY USIS 
PROGRAMS. 

2. SILVESTRI SAYS GENESIS OF ARTICLE WAS HIS IRRITATION AT FIRST 
ARTICLE IN L’UNITA' SERIES ON N-BOMB. MIFFED AT LOW 

AND POLEMICAL QUALITY OF THIS ARTICLE BY SEN. RANIERO 
LAVALLE, AN INDEPENDENT LEFTIST ELECTED ON THE PCI 
TICKET, SILVESTRI SENT UNSOLICITED LETTER TO L’UNITA'. 

HE WAS SURPRISED WHEN LETTER RAN UNCHANGED (INCLUDING JIBE 
AT PCI FOR UNPREPAREDNESS IN FOREIGN AFFARIS) AS FRONT- 
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PAGE ARTICLE. 

3. RAI TV (CHANNEL ONE) SOUGHT TO CONFRONT SILVESTRI WITH 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN PRESS DEBATE ON N-BOMB. AFTER LAVALLE 
DEVELOPED COLD FEET, CAUSING POSTPONEMENT ORIGINAL PROGRAM, 
SILVESTRI AND PCI SENATOR CALAMANDREI APPEARED SEPT. 2. 

ALTHOUGH DEBATE WAS SUBSTANTIVELY UNEQUAL (CALAMANDREI’S 
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RHETORIC RE 'INHUMANITY "OF WEAPON VERSUS COOL FACTUAL 
ADJUSTMENT OF PERSPECTIVE BY SILVESTRI) SILVESTRI S LIGHT, 

DIFFIDENT TELEVISION MANNER DISTRACTED FROM POWER OF 
POINTS BEING MADE. BOTH MANNER AND HIS REFERENCES TO HORROR OF ALL 
WEAPONS MADE SILVESTRI APPEAR EMBARRASSED AT HIS ROLE. HE 
CAN BE EXPECTED, HOWEVER, TO SPEAK OUT ON EVERY OCCASION OFFERED 
FOR REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF ENTIRE SETTING OF N-BOMB 
DEVELOPMENT. AT END, CALAMANDREI REDUCED TO COMPLAINT 
THAT DEBATE HAS INSUFFICIENT EMOTION, SUGGESTING THOSE NOT 
EXCITED ARE CALLOUS, BUT HE RETURNED TO FRAY WITH STRONG ANTI- 
N-BOMB EDITORIAL IN SEPT. 7 L'UNITA’. 

GARDNER 
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